


“ascertain what a place is telling you it wants to be”

Sir Terry Farrell, CBE
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To celebrate the 25" anniversary of Farrells established
in China, a travelling architectural exhibition named
Urban Dialogue which, following its Hong Kong premiere,
will be brought to international audiences.

Since our founding the office has made a significant
contribution to the megacities of the Pearl River Delta.
We have continued to apply the contextual, receptive,
and holistic design strategies employed for more
than half a century by Farrells worldwide. Though

our work has increased dramatically in scale, today
comprising some of the world's tallest buildings

and largest transport hubs, we stillemploy a place-
based approach to create environments that are
characterful, sustainable, and highly liveable.

Through the exhibition and associated events, Farrells
hope to promote discussion on the role of sensitive
urban design at a time of global urbanisation at an
unprecedented scale.




The City as a Tangled Bank
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The exhibition relies upon visual elements to shed light
on the urban design process developed and advocated
by Farrells, a technique which is predicated on the
complicated and often invisible factors that are inherent
and unigue to any urban environment. Sir Terry Farrell,
the company's founder, has compared the urban

environment to the "entangled bank" (later truncated
to "tangled bank") of Darwin's On the Origin of Species.
This ecosystem teems with a diversity of flora and
fauna, giving form to the complex interdependency of
nature and habitat:

“Itis interesting to contemplate an entangled

bank, clothed with many plants of many kinds, with
birds singing on the bushes, with various insects
flitting about, and with worms crawling through the
damp earth, and to reflect that these elaborately
constructed forms, so different from each other, and
dependent upon each otherin so complex a manner,
have all been produced by laws acting around us. ...
There is a grandeur in this view of life ... from so simple
a beginning endless forms most beautiful and most
wonderful have been, and are being evolved.”

Sir Terry commented: “It is the same forces that have
created a habitat for us humans, and it is because of
this that our built environment can be seen to display
something of the ‘grandeur’ and 'forms most beautiful
and most wonderful' of Darwin's tangled bank.”

Drawing on this model, Farrells" approach to urban design
is to discover and observe the complex relationships
between people and the urban environmentin order to
“"ascertain what a place is telling you it wants to be". Over
25 yearsin Asia the practice has evolved to connect the
separate disciplines that are essential to urban design,
to engage the openness and fluidity of planning with the
formulated structure of the design process.
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According to the U.N., 2.5 billion people accounting

for 66 per cent of the world's population will be living

in cities by 2050. Over the period 1990 to 2014, the
number of cities with more than 10 million people
ballooned, and there are expected to be 41 such
mega-cities by 2030. Globally we edge towards
unprecedented urbanisation, and the role of urban
design in shaping the constantly-evolving environment
has never been more important.

Over the past 50 years, architect planners Farrells
have, through a process of immersion, observation
and research, developed a unique approach to urban
design, taking "place as client” by discovering "what
aplace is telling you it wants to be". This approach
involves addressing questions such as: how do people
behave in the place where they live? How much has
geography determined the way that people behave?
What patterns can be read in the way that people
occupy space and arrange themselves? How has time
and collective memory affected the identity of a place?
How should we adjust to constant change?

This exhibition focuses on some key examples of

this "urban dialogue”. By using the designer's most
important tools —diagrams, moving image, and
three-dimensional models —we are taken through

the complex process of urban design. From “thinking
aloud”, the "analytical type" and the "explanatory type"

each type of visual tool introduces the viewer to the
process of urban design. The selection of materials
from some of their most celebrated projects offers
insight into how these tools are used by Farrells to
shape our urban spaces.

From masterplanning to design, Farrells have been
instrumental in the development of West Kowloon.
From designing Kowloon Station and planning

the surrounding high density, transport-oriented
development, to making proposals for the West
Kowloon Cultural District and becoming development
architect for WKCDA, Farrells have been intimately
engaged with the area.

The One Excellence project and KK100, bothin
Shenzhen, demonstrate Farrells' ability to work with

clients, as well as the local community, to develop
unique strategies in response to local conditions.

The Beijing South and Guangzhou South stations

are two of the four national hubs for China's vast

high speed intercity network. Together they serve
catchment areas of 570 million people. The planning
and design processes for these major transportation
projects pioneered a new station typology in order

to meet the requirements of mass transportation

on an unprecedented scale. In Kennedy Town, Farrells'
new MTR station and related swimming pool project
demonstrate sensitivity to both the needs of the public
and to Kennedy Town's unique history, the planning
and design carefully preserving Victorian-era stone
walls and Banyan trees.
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The opening ceremony on 14 April commenced
with a speech from Hong Kong's Chief Secretary
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for Administration Carrie Lam. Mrs Lam credited
Farrells" work in Hong Kong over the past 25 years:
“During its 25 years of business in Hong Kong, Farrells
have created iconic yet people focused architectural
landmarks that blend into our cityscape seamlessly.
These include the Peak Tower, the Kowloon Station,
the new Kennedy Town MTR Station and the
spaceship like Kennedy Town Swimming Pool, to name
just afew for a glimpse of the breadth and depth of the
amazing works of Farrells.”

Highlights of the show included a specially-commissioned
documentary about Farrells, a variety of spectacular
architectural models on such works as the mammoth
Beijing South Railway Station, and a library of company

publications from the past quarter century.




T 2R Satellite Exhibition

Farrells T3/ Icons by Farrells

EBERIERDERUESENR - T2RATFEALMNKE
—MnE - BHHEB LEXNBEEERATRBED - B&
19914 - FEB LB XBEBRASMAA [ Farrells&EEHE
SARE— P ERF -

EEENIERENEREN2016F4815230H - B2H
TRIABSERAMFIT - FFLUEHECA30H - KRERRS

mEER R Farrells2HERHN— M EARNIKREZIK - 2518
MReMRMEEELLUR Regalian Properties 281155
MEMI6 S BB R gA IR T

LT ESEE | 2016 £4H15265330H
Peak Tower | 15 April - 30 June 2016

The Peak Tower was a fitting venue for the Satellite
Exhibition, being the commission that first brought the
firm to Asia. The exhibition was generously sponsored
by The Hongkong and Shanghai Hotels, Limited, the
Hong Kong office’s first client back in 1991.

The Satellite Exhibition at the Peak Tower was slated
torunfrom 15 to 30 April 2016, but was extended to
30 June owing to a highly positive reception. Highlights
included a giant snowglobe with Farrells' works, the
original colour studies and massing models for the
Peak Tower, and the original model of the iconic MI6
Headquarters produced for Regalian Properties.
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Hong Kong is an internationally-unique urban model,
defined by the tripartite tenets of high population
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density, transit-oriented development, and limited

urban extent. In many ways the city represents a
template for sustainable urban development. But we
are also facing challenges, including climate change,
worsening air pollution, and traffic congestion.

A growing population, coupled with a scarcity of land,
is driving the unaffordability of housing. How we grow
and adaptisintegral to remaining "Asia’'s World City"
and an attractive, vibrant place to live and visit.

This forum, held in concert with Urban Dialogue,
brought together a panel of noted urban thinkers for
a lively and engaging discussion on the most pressing
urban designissues facing the city.
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In both the literal and symbolic sense, Victoria Harbour
is the heart of Hong Kong. Itis integral to the city's
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heritage and aninternational icon. Today, there is a

growing interest in developing a holistic vision for the

harbourfront that celebrates this great natural asset.

This workshop aimed to foster a dialogue on the
future of the harbour realm. Farrells presented on
related urban design experience in Hong Kong and
abroad. Participants then broke into groups to discuss
specific planning issues and generate ideas, eventually
reconvening to add their ideas to a giant model

of the harbour area. Like completing a big puzzle,
participants formed a broad and creative vision for
tomorrow's Victoria Harbour.
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This lecture by Sir Terry Farrell explored emergence as
anidea in a biological and architectural context, as well
as the distinction between urban design and planning

in both education and practice, and the impact of other
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fields such as landscape design. He covered a range of
themes embracing the importance of chain reactions
in the progress of urban engineering; the character of
habitation; layering; taste and context; adaptation and
conversion; the advocacy of the architect-planner; and
the effects of digital technology on city evolution —

all elucidating his thoughts with examples from cities
across the world including Beijing, Hong Kong, London,
New York City, and Paris.

The compelling lecture concluded with a thought-
provoking question-and-answer session between
Sir Terry, students, and architectural scholars from

the university.
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